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Female Sheriff’s in Indiana 


1931 — White County Sheriff Ray Fisher was shot and killed in the line of duty on 
March 12, 1931. His wife Maude Fisher McBee was appointed to fill the post, and at that 
time was the first and only female sheriff in Indiana. 

Source: Logansport Press Obituary 12/5/1982 


1933 — Lake County She succeeded her husband, Roy Holley, after he was slain in a 
gun battle 17 days into his second 4-year term on January, 1933. 


1935 — Boone County Sheriff John H. Peper dies and his wife is appointed as sheriff to 
serve the remainder of his term. She is the Second female to serve as a sheriff in the state 
of Indiana. 

Source: The Officer Down Memorial Page 


www.odmp.org 


1983 — Pulaski County Sherriff Bayne Ward dies in office and was replaced by his wife 
Charlotte Ward. She was appointed to replace him and then won the next election for a 
term of Sheriff. She is the only female Sheriff in the history of this county. 


www.pulaskisheriff.net/history.htm 


Facts and Stats 


There were 21 female County Sheriffs in the US out of 3,200 in 2005. 
Source: Police Women by Sandra K. Wells, 2005. 


Jacquelyn H. Barrett was elected the country's first African-American female sheriff on 
November 3, 1992 in Fulton County, Georgia. 
Source: Jet - January 11, 1993 


Other States 


1895 — Mrs. Helen C. Stewart was appointed Sheriff to succeed her husband after a five 
day deadlock by the county court in Springfield, Mo. Mrs. Stewart asked for the 
position as she had no means of earning a living for herself and two little girls. 

Source: Iowa State Reporter | Waterloo, Iowa | Friday, July 03, 1896 


1966 — Mrs. Doris McCarty ran for sheriff in 1966 because her husband Leroy had served 
two consecutive terms and was ineligible for re-election in Lordsburg New Mexico. Her 
husband served as her deputy. 

Source: Fresno Bee | Fresno, California | Sunday, June 16, 1968 


1993 — Judy Pridgen became sheriff of Saline County Arkansas. At the time she was one 
of only 11 female sheriffs in the entire nation. 
Source: Old State House Museum 


1996 - Margo Frasier has won her bid to become Travis County's first woman sheriff, 
making her part of a select group in Texas. The other three female sheriffs are Carmella 
Jones, in the Panhandle's Armstrong County; Mary Choate, in Bowie County in 
Northeast Texas; and Frances Kaiser in Kerr County, west of San Antonio. 


Source: http://www.lubbockonline.com/news/111296/travis.htm 


2000 - North Carolina has only one female sheriff. First elected in 2000, Currituck 
County Susan Johnson is the only woman of the state's 100 sheriffs, though she used to 
have more company. As recently as 2006, there were three women, including Sheriff 
Barbara Pickens of Lincoln County and an appointee in Washington County. 

Source: 


http://projects.newsobserver.com/under_the dome/one_ female sheriff among n_c_100 


2000 - In November 2000, Beth Arthur was elected Sheriff of Arlington County, the first 
female ever elected to a County Sheriffs position in Virginia. Beth is one of 
approximately 40 female Sheriffs nationwide of almost 3,000 Sheriffs. 

Source: 


http://www.arlingtonva.us/departments/Communications/ExecBios/ExecBiographies/pag 
e4874.aspx 


2000 — Daina Durham was appointed to the office of sheriff in 1997 in Jackson County, 
Kansas. Two other female sheriffs appointed after her are Bethanie F. Popejoy in 
Hamilton County and Janet Harrington in Elk County. 


2002 - Andrea Cabral recently was appointed the Suffolk County Sheriff by acting 
Massachusetts Gov. Jane Swift, making her the first African-American woman to serve 
as sheriff in Massachusetts’ history. 


Source: Jet Magazine http://www.encyclopedia.com/doc/1G1-95357971.html 


2005, January 1 - Susan Benton is sworn in as sheriff of Highlands County, Fla., she will 
become the state's first female to hold the position without taking over for her husband. 


Source: http://americancityandcounty.com/mag/government_new_female_sheriff/ 


2005 - On December 15, 2005, Vanessa Reese Crawford was sworn in as the first African 
American female Sheriff for the City of Petersburg. Sheriff Crawford was born and 
raised in the city of Petersburg. She attended the Petersburg Public Schools and Virginia 
Commonwealth University where she received her BS degree. 

Source: http://www.petersburg-so.com/public/ 


2009 - Carolyn "Bunny" Welsh's election in November 1999 made her the only female 
sheriff in Pennsylvania. 
Source: 


http://www.philly.com/inquirer/local/20090809_ Chesco_sheriff_ breaks _gender_barriers. 
html 


